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to the Berne Convention of 1887, modified by later Conven-
tions having the same purpose.   The members of the Inter-
national Copyright Union thus established have bound them-
selves to give their citizens reciprocal rights in unpublished
works or works first published in countries which belong to
the Union, provided that the term of the copyright given is
not to exceed that of the country where the work originated.
I have now set out as concisely as I can the main out-
lines of the law of copyright in India, and I should like to
add a few words on certain difficulties with which, as I gather
from a perusal of the Journal of this Association, Indian
writers and authors are faced at the present time.   It ap-
pears from letters published in the Journal during the last
few months, that the attitude of certain editors and pub-
lishers has been causing a good deal of dissatisfaction; and
I doubt if Indian authors would subscribe whole-heartedly
to the description of a publisher given by an English poet of
the ijth century, which I read the other day in an article on
copyright in an American law review: " He is the caterer
that gathers together provision to satisfy the curious ap-
petite of the soul. "   I am bound to say, after reading these
complaints, that the remedy for the present discontents of
the profession is almost entirely in the hands of the authors
themselves.   The law is plain and affords ample remedies
against the infringers of copyright; but there seetns to be a
general reluctance to take advantage of those remedies. I am
well aware of the dilatory nature of civil proceedings in
Indian courts; but I should have thought that the summary
remedies given by the Indian Act of 1914 might be made
very effective.   Perhaps there is a natural reluctance on the
part of individual authors and especially of free-lance journal-
ists in no very large way of business to take proceedings
against   publishers and newspapers with much larger re-
sources at their back than individual writers can command.
Surely this is a case in which union is strength, and I can
conceive no way in which this Association can be of greater
service to writers and authors than by assisting them to
form defensive or protective organizations which would take
up cases on behaH of their members and teach unscrupulous
persons -that legal rights cannot be infringed with impunity.